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1989  Nominees  for  Board  of  Directors  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers 


1988  Officers 


President 

Rod  Freebairn-Smith 

460  Vallejo 

398-4094 

Vice  President 

Sheryl  Hamlin 

330  Chestnut 

421-2452 

Rec.  Secretary 

Kathleen  Cannon 

1207  Montgomery 

956-0259 

Corresp.  Sec. 

Pat  Lorentzen 

435  Green 

781-0456 

Treasurer 

Maude  Hallin 

463B  Greenwich 

781-3761 

Finan.  Sec. 

Catherine  Donnelly 

435  Green 

986-0472 

Historian 

Rhoda  Robinson 

276  Francisco 

781-5221 

Semaphore  Editor 

Cheryl  Bentley 

218  Union 

392-4081 

Directors  1989-1990 

June  Fraps 

1941  Stockton 

392-1187 

Deborah  Holley 

444  Lombard 

392-3569 

Robert  Morrill 

576  Greenwich 

982-4850 

Virginia  Sletteland 

517  Lombard 

781-4352 

Directors  1989-1991 

Gerry  Crowley 

1808  Grant 

781-4201 

Peter  Hadiaris 

566  Vallejo 

391-5057 

Jeanne  Milligan 

486  Union 

989-0494 

Jean  VanDusen 

23  Midway 

362-3607 

Ex  Officio 

Paul  Gottlober 

365  Green 

956-7848 

The  nominating  committee  —  Jeanne  Milligan,  June  Fraps,  Sheryl  Hamlin,  Rod  Freebairn-Smith, 
and  Cheryl  Bentley  —  is  pleased  to  present  the  above  slate  of  officers  and  directors  for  your 
consideration  at  the  Election  Dinner,  April  10.  Time  and  location  of  the  dinner  will  be 
announced  in  a  separate  mailing. 


STOP!  There  Is  a  Better  Way! 

A  New  Garage  for  North  Beach: 
Whom  does  it  really  benefit? 

On  Vallejo  Street,  in  the  heart  of  North  Beach, 
a  330-car  garage  is  being  proposed  at  Churchill 
Alley,  (present  site  of  the  North  Beach  Garage). 
In  fact,  the  Parking  Authority  has  already  in¬ 
itiated  proceedings  for  the  city  to  take  the  pro¬ 
perty  by  eminent  domain.  We  heartily  endorse 
the  concept  of  a  new  garage. 

Good,  you  say,  but  wait,  there  are  problems. 
Who  is  really  going  to  benefit  from  this  garage? 
The  Parking  Authority  argues  that  you  can’t 


have  two  garages  on  the  same  street  (even 
though  that  condition  exists  now  with  the  North 
Beach  garage  facing  the  Vallejo  Street  garage), 
so  they  propose  to  give  our  existing  Vallejo  Street 
garage  —  a  public  shopper’s  garage  —  to  the 
police.  If  there  are  any  spaces  left  over,  they  will 
let  in  some  monthly  merchant  parkers  because 
they  would  not  block  the  path  of  an  existing 
police  car  on  call. 

Central  Station  is  located  on  the  ground  level  of 
the  Vallejo  Street  five-story  public  parking 
garage.  It  was  built  with  off-street  parking  funds 
and  contains  163  parking  spaces  which  the 
public  uses  heavily. .  .the  most  heavily 
used  of  all  city  garages! 


2 


There  are  169  employees  on  three  shifts  at  Cen¬ 
tral  Station.  The  S.  F.  Chronicle  (2/9/89)  reported 
a  “record  police  budget”  and  a  situation  where 
the  Police  Department  “resumes  hiring.’  ’  It  is  not 
difficult  to  see  that  the  entire  garage  would  soon 
be  converted  to  police  use. 

Meantime  more  MUNI  and  health  cuts  have  been 
announced.  In  a  police  proposal  (dated  May  27, 
1987),  the  police  want  to  change  Vallejo  to  a  one¬ 
way  street  east-bound  toward  Stockton  (the  most 
congested  of  all  North  Beach  streets  and  a  clog 
point  for  MUNI  during  rush  hours).  The  police 
planning  officer  has  developed  remodeling  plans 
for  Central  Station.  The  basement  garage,  with 
its  20-foot  ceilings  will  become  two  floors  of  of¬ 
fice  space,  community  room,  gym  and  lockers. 
The  ground  level  will  remain  offices  and  the  first 
floor  of  the  garage  will  be  allocated  for  twenty- 
eight  official  police  vehicles.  This  leaves  the  re¬ 
maining  garage  floors  for  police  employees’ 
private  vehicles  and  some  merchants. 

On  July  1,  1988,  the  San  Francisco  Planning 
Department  issued  a  report  on  the  new  330-car 
garage  on  Vallejo  at  Churchill  Alley,  in  which  the 
Parking  Authority  proposed  the  redesignation  of 
the  existing  Vallejo  Street  garage  for  use  by  the 
police  and  for  monthly  merchant  parkers,  as  a 
package  deal. 

There  is  no  mention  in  eight  of  these  reports  about 
parking  for  police  employees’  private  cars,  but  is 
clearly  indicated  by  city  authorities  close  to  the 
project.  Rationale?  Get  the  police  employees’ 
vehicles  off  the  streets! 

Merchants,  do  you  think  there  will  be  much,  if 
any,  space  left  in  the  Vallejo  Street  garage  after 
the  police  take  it  oveF?  You  may  be  left  out  in  the 
street  dangling  your  car  keys  unless  we  can  get 
some  strict  rules  written  into  the  ordinance  about 
the  “percent  of  merchant  parking.”  And  what 
happens  to  the  validated  parking  so  many  of  you 
have  offered  your  clients?  Residents,  don’t  be 
lulled  into  thinking  this  new  330-car  facility  will 


bring  330  added  spots  to  the  neighborhood.  Sub¬ 
tract  163  for  those  people  now  parking  at  theValie- 
jo  Street  garage  who  will  have  to  use  the  new 
garage.  Subtract  the  125  cars  who  are  now  using 
the  North  Beach  garage.  That  leaves  all  of  62  net 
parking  spaces  added  for  shoppers  and  the 
neighborhood  —  and  at  what  an  enormous  cost 
to  the  taxpayer! 

When  did  our  budget- weary  city  start  giving  away 
public  garages  to  supply  city  employees  with 
parking?  There  are  28,465  civil  service  employees 
in  San  Francisco  alone.  This  “deal”  sets  an  ex¬ 
tremely  dangerous  precedent  for  demands  by 
other  city  employees  and  is  a  misuse  of  public 
funds. 

Can’t  Central  Station  employees  use  already  ex¬ 
isting  police  parking  lots  and  take  vans  or  MUNI 
to  Central  Station?  Or  they  could  create  van  or 
car  pools  to  travel  to  San  Francisco  from  out¬ 
lying  residences. 

North  Beach  /Chinatown  deserves  better  than 
this.  Garage-wise  we  are  #2  and  #3  on  the  high 
priority  list  of  parking  needs  because  of  our  high 
density  of  residents,  tourists,  restaurants,  and 
night  spots.  The  Parking  Authority  estimates  a 
need  of  at  least  600  spaces  now. 

The  North  Beach  Merchants  Association, 
represented  by  Marsha  Garland,  requested  that 
the  city  review  any  daytime  underutilized  private 
garages  in  the  vicinity  to  create  a  garage-sharing 
plan.  This  idea  was  rebuked  by  City  Attorneys; 
however,  at  the  February  meeting  of  the  Parking 
Authority  held  at  the  Italian  Athletic  Club,  the 
plan  was  represented.  Parking  Commissioner 
Quaranta  moved  that  this  be  reconsidered,  and 
it  was  unanimously  approved.  Although  an  ex¬ 
tremely  positive  move,  this  does  not  obviate  the 
negative  impact  of  the  current  Vallejo-Churchill 
garage  proposal. 

S.  Hamlin  /  N.  Katz ,  Co-Chairs 
Transportation  Committee 
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THD  Welcomes  Mayor  ART  AGNOS 
at  General  Meeting 

“My  assignment  tonight  is  to  give  you  a  brief 
report  on  what  my  first  year  was  like..  .Yuck!“ 

During  the  first  part  of  the  THD  dinner  at 
Castagnola’s  Jan.  30  Mayor  Art  Agnos  gave  a 
state-of-the-city  report.  He  reminded  us  that  he 
took  office  with  Fire  Department  personnel  prac¬ 
tices  out-of-control,  the  largest  budget  deficit  in 
the  city’s  history,  a  series  of  union  strikes  (janitors 
and  hospital  workers),  and  a  twenty  pound 
weight  gain. 

Good  things  of  his  first  year  were:  a  school  bond 
to  remodel  our  embarrassing  public  schools;  voter 
approval  for  a  high-tech  new  library;  and  a  change 
in  the  way  SF  recruits  city  officials  by  using  a  com¬ 
munity  advisory  board,  whose  first  task  was  to 
choose  new  port  director  Michael  Huerta,  who 
attended  this  THD  meeting. 

Year  two  of  the  Agnos  administration  still  faces 
budget  problems.  A  $72  million  deficit  is  projected 
for  SF.  The  deficit  will  be  attacked  through 
streamlining  government  services  and  not  by  rais¬ 
ing  taxes. 

How  did  we  get  into  the  budget  problem?  Very 
simple.  We  took  money  out  of  our  savings  account 
and  used  it  for  everyday  expenses,  while  expenses 
increased  and  revenues  decreased  citywide. 
Hopefully  year  three  will  see  revenues  and  ex¬ 
penses  balance.  Although  if  the  drought  con¬ 
tinues,  we  will  lose  another  $25  million  from 
Hetch  Hetchy  water  and  power  sales. 

The  mayor  reminded  us  that  he  kept  his  promise 
to  bring  back  the  Super  Bowl  to  SF.  Further,  the 
United  Airlines  hub  announcement  will  mean  in¬ 
creased  business  for  our  city. 

The  future  is  extraordinary  for  SF,  but  there  are 
three  and  a  half  unsolvable  problems:  AIDS, 
which  costs  SF  $60,000  per  case;  cocaine,  which 
is  far  more  lethal  and  pervasive  than  AIDS  with 
no  known  solution  including  law  enforcement; 
and  homelessness  (although  he  has  the  most 
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hope  for  solving  this  problem  because  now  U.S. 
citizens  have  realized  that  the  psychological  pro¬ 
blems  of  the  homeless  won’t  go  away  overnight 
with  only  a  clean  bed  and  a  hot  meal). 

Graffiti  is  the  “half-problem,”  which  he  wants 
to  solve  in  a  matter  cheaper  than  the  $42  million 
New  York  method. 

Other  exciting  projects  for  SF  are:  Mission  Bay, 
the  last  great  neighborhood  for  SF  containing  over 
300  acres,  including  ‘  ‘affordable’  ’  housing  for  mid¬ 
dle  class  people,  because  the  price  of  housing  has 
threatened  the  “chemistry”  of  SF;  port  activity 
will  explode  over  the  next  several  years,  making 
us  update  our  port  facilities;  a  $200  million 
remake  of  the  Embarcadero,  including  roadway 
landscaping,  public  transit  and  a  gateway  to  the 
waterfront;  and  another  stadium  proposal  which 
will  give  SF  a  world-class,  revenue-producing 
stadium. 

Questions  from  the  audience  and  paraphrases  of 
Agnos’  answers  include: 

Why  hasn’t  the  city  taken  advantage  of  Mit¬ 
subishi  ’s  offer  of  $12  million  to  clean  up  graffiti? 
It  was  a  mythical  offer  with  a  lot  of  publicity.  The 
offer  never  came  from  Mitsubishi,  but  from  an 
ad  agency  which  works  for  them.  It  was  for  one 
year  only  and  would  circumvent  our  normal  pur¬ 
chasing  procedures  which  allow  multiple  vendors 
to  bid  upon  large  projects  from  an  RFP  (request 
for  proposal). 

What  are  you  as  mayor  going  to  do  to  promote 
sound ,  ecological  practices  to  save  our  planet 
earth? 

Support  neighborhood  activitists  who  are 
planting  trees,  start  a  serious  recycling  program 
neighborhood  by  neighborhood,  and  address  the 
quality  of  the  drinking  water. 

What  is  your  position  on  gun  control? 
Strongly  support;  ban  sale  of  semi-automatics, 
which  have  no  useful  purpose,  except  to  kill  peo¬ 
ple,  but  are  weapons  of  choice  for  the  drug 
dealers. 


If  the  Army  moves  out  of  the  Presidio,  what  are 
the  city’s  options  and  what  do  you  favor? 

The  Presidio  is  the  only  base  on  the  list  of  closures 
that  is  simply  being  transferred  from  one  depart¬ 
ment  to  another.  It  doesn’t  come  off  the  federal 
tax  list  and  save  the  taxpayer  money;  it  is  simply 
a  transferral  of  budget.  We  have  to  ensure  that 
when  the  transfer  is  enacted,  the  receiving 
department  (Interior)  spends  the  money  like  the 
Army  did  to  maintain  this  huge  parcel  of  land. 
The  only  housing  it  could  ever  become  would  be 
for  artists-in-residence  or  something  recreational, 
like  Fort  Mason. 

What  is  your  position  on  moving  the  cruise  ship 
terminal  from  Pier  35  to  a  pier  south  of  Market? 
I  have  no  position.  I’ll  wait  and  see  what  our 
strategic  plan  for  the  waterfront  reveals  for  the 
future  of  the  city.  I  haven’t  heard  all  of  the  reasons 
why  people  want  it  to  stay  where  it  is.  We  need 
to  do  what  is  best  for  the  city. 

Supposedly  SF  has  as  anti-business  attitude. 
What  are  you  doing  to  help  encourage  business 
in  SF? 

This  is  an  old  wives’  tale.  I  am  a  liberal  Democrat. 
I  want  to  spend  public  money  like  it’s  my  own. 
For  example,  we  don’t  need  some  neighborhood 
libraries,  because  they’re  primarily  used  for  day 
care  and  we  don’t  need  the  mounted  police.  But 
the  city  reacted  furiously  when  I  tried  to  save  this 
money.  The  business  community  is  having  a  hard 
time  thinking  that  a  liberal  Democrat  can  be 
friends  with  business,  even  though  I  chose  so¬ 
meone  from  their  own  ranks  to  be  the  Deputy 
Mayor  for  Business  and  Economic  Development, 
who  created  a  one-stop  shopping  center  for  new 
businesses.  The  grape  boycott  was  intended  to 
disclose  the  pesticides  in  use  and  to  ensure 
humane  treatment  for  farmworkers,  not  to  lose 
business.  We’re  not  proud  of  apartheid  either  in 
SF.  This  city  has  values,  so  we  don’t  do  business 
with  South  Africa. 
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Abraca  Dabra 

Housekeeping  Agency 

High  Quality-Dependable— Systematic 

We  use  only  your  cleaning  products  and 
equipment  to  insure  proper,  continued  care. 

738  Union  Street  Phone 

San  Francisco,  CA  94133  956-2194 


Matteo  Ciuffreda 
781-1063 

■d? ■  Afuttzucci  &  d< 

UNCI  1 904 


o. 


FINE  JEWELRY 
450  COLUMBUS  AVE. 


ALFRED  R.  PISCIOTTA 
&  SONS 

"Old  World  Craftsmanship " 

CUSTOM  UPHOLSTERING 

Draperies  •  Blinds  •  Shades 
2060  Stockton  St.  «  78 1-62  7  7 


The  number  of  police  officers  at  Central  Station 
has  been  significantly  reduced  over  the  last  cou¬ 
ple  of  years.  Is  there  any  hope  that  we’ll  get  some 
restored  help ? 

Yes,  we’ve  been  hoping  to  budget  for  the  last  two 
years  new  training  classes,  but  we’ve  had  no 
money.  This  year  I’m  trying  to  squeeze  out  some 
money  to  build  up  the  force. 

Will  the  new  Parking  and  Transit  Commission 
be  staffed  by  old  members  of  the  Parking  Authori¬ 
ty  or  will  new  members  be  chosen? 

You  passed  Prop  D,  which  I  supported.  This  takes 
the  13  different  departments  which  have 
something  to  say  about  parking  and  traffic  and 
consolidates  them  into  one  commission.  It  will 
take  about  nine  months  and  is  the  biggest 
overhaul  of  government  in  the  last  ten  years.  We 
need  to  do  it  smartly,  so  we’ll  take  the  time  to 
bring  the  best  brains  together  to  organize  it.  At 
that  time,  a  new  commission  and  a  much  larger 
staff  will  be  chosen,  although  some  of  the  cur¬ 
rent  members  of  the  Parking  Authority  will  con¬ 
tinue,  but  that  is  a  year  away. 

The  voters  of  SF  voted  against  vacancy  control , 
yet  City  Hall  and  the  supervisors  are  still  pursu¬ 
ing  it.  Why? 

I  supported  the  opposition  of  the  ballot  proposal 
in  November,  because  it  was  too  narrow,  although 
I  favor  the  notion  of  control  of  vacant  apartments, 
but  it  must  be  flexible  enough  to  let  landlords 
make  money  on  property  and  still  properly  main¬ 
tain  the  buildings.  We’ll  have  another  ballot  on 
this. 

Is  SF  ready  for  commercial  rent  control? 

It  is  illegal  in  the  state  of  California  for  two  years. 

How  do  you  recommend  we  turn  the  tide  against 
increasing  garbage  in  our  streets? 

Pick  up  the  garbage.  DPW  is  reporting  people  who 
do  not  have  enough  garbage  service.  Increase  our 
surveillance. 

On  page  45  of  the  book,  you  said  you  would  sup¬ 
port  the  ‘  ‘ Transit  First  ’  ’  policy.  How  are  you  do¬ 
ing  that? 
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I  don’t  remember,  but  something  good.  We’re  not 
supposed  to  be  doing  more  garages.  I’ve  got  some 
plans,  which  can’t  be  divulged  yet,  to  strengthen 
the  MUNI,  although  the  budget  cuts  make  it  dif¬ 
ficult.  Police,  fire,  MUNI  are  the  budget,  so  when 
we  need  to  cut,  MUNI  gets  cut.  We  eliminated 
1000  jobs  from  city  government  last  year,  many 
from  the  attrition  which  Mayor  Feinstein  ordered 
before  she  left.  I  gave  out  titles  rather  than  money 
last  year  to  my  employees. 

Did  I  understand  you  to  say  you  took  a  cut  in 
your  own  salary? 

Not  my  own  salary,  my  department’s  budget. 
Tape  available  for  borrowing  from  Sheryl  Hamlin. 

Sheryl  Hamlin 

Membership 

As  we  end  our  fiscal  year,  these  are  659  paid 
members  of  THD.  New  members  who  joined 
since  the  last  Semaphore  listing  are: 

Paul  Wilcox  Baker,  Carolyn  Bowen,  Michelle 
Dennis,  Earl  Dennis,  David  Formichi,  Joan  E. 
Glick,  Alice  Forsyth,  Rachael  Greiner,  Cynthia 
Sperry  Harris,  Paula  Hogan,  Wayne  Kasom, 
Maka  Langsfeld,  Modesto  Lanzone,  Nancy  Len- 
vin,  Marilyn  Mainer,  Penny  Marshall,  A.  Irwin 
Massey,  Lorraine  McCutcheon,  Beth  A.  Rasler, 
Nancy  C.  Shanahan,  Brad  Skipton,  Blanche  G. 
Streeter,  Hisashi  B.  Sugaya,  Margaret  J.  Thorp, 
A.  L.  Unger,  Dale  Waller,  and  Robert  Warren. 

Dues  notices  for  FY  1989/90  are  in  the  mail. 
We  value  your  membership  in  THD,  and  your 
voice  on  neighborhood  affairs  is  as  important 
as  your  financial  support.  Look  over  the  com¬ 
mittees  to  see  where  your  volunteer  efforts  will 
be  of  most  use,  and  please  renew  promptly  so 
that  you  will  continue  to  receive  The 
Semaphore  and  meeting  and  social  notices 
without  interruption. 

Catherine  Donnelly 
Financial  Secretary 


An  Alternative  to 
Commercial  Rent  Control 

The  North  Beach  Corporation,  incorporated  as 
a  non-profit  organization,  plans  to  work  with 
existing  non-profit  agencies  to  buy  several 
potential  sites  in  North  Beach,  bring  them  up 
to  code  if  necessary,  and  rent  them  at  afford¬ 
able  cost.  City,  state,  federal  and  private 
funding  from  foundation  and  individuals  will 
be  used  to  finance  projects. 

With  an  initial  $5000  grant  from  the  Califor¬ 
nia  Thmarack  Foundation,  the  Corporation 
hired  part-time  staff  and  began  discussions 
with  the  Chinatown  Resource  Center  for 
assistance  in  identifying,  buying  and 
rehabilitating  reasonable-priced  commercial 
sites.  The  North  Beach  Corporation  was 
awarded  a  second  grant  by  the  Bank  of 
America.  Vice  President  and  Manager  of  the 
Columbus  Branch  of  Bank  of  America 
presented  NBC  with  a  check  for  $5000.  Bank 
of  America  was  founded  by  A.P.  Giannini  in 
North  Beach  in  1904  as  the  Bank  of  Italy  at  the 
site  now  occupied  by  Imperial  Savings  (on  the 
corner  of  Green  and  Stockton). 

Without  the  direct  and  timely  intervention  of 
a  community-based  organization  to  preserve 
and  protect  the  cultural,  demographic  and 
commercial  diversity  of  North  Beach,  there’s 
no  question  that  the  real  estate  market  will 
quickly  erode  the  special  qualitites  that  make 
it  one  of  America’s  most  wonderful  and  u- 
nique  neighborhoods. 

The  Semaphore  salutes  founding  N.  B.  Corp 
members,  Jeanne  Milligan,  Franco  Bruno,  and 
Brad  Paul.  For  more  information  contact  Brad 
at  391-4133. 


CCIT  TCWEE  SHOP 

Ifffl 


T-shirts,  posters,  and 
memorabilia  unique  to 
Telegraph  Hill 
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Friends  of  Recreation  &  Parks 


The  Smart  Decision:  Keep  Cruise 
Ship  Terminal  at  Pier  35 

Since  the  early  Fifties,  Pier  35  below  Tblegraph 
Hill  has  been  San  Francisco’s  Passenger  Ship 
Tferminal.  In  1950,  the  Maton  Line  moved  its 
famous  LURELINE  from  South  of  the  Ferry 
Building  to  Pier  35,  later  adding  the 
MONTEREY,  MARIPOSA  and  MATSONIA. 
Other  lines  followed:  P&O’s  flagship 
CANBERRA,  the  VIKING  and  PRINCESS 
LINES,  HOLLAND-AMERICA,  CUNARD  and 
others. 

For  San  Franciscans,  the  Pier  35  Cruise  Ship 
Tferminal  has  become  an  organic,  economic  and 
historic  part  of  the  adjoining  residential  and 
business  community:  Tfelegraph  Hill,  Pier  39, 
Fisherman’s  Wharf,  North  Beach,  Russian  Hill. 
The  huge  and  graceful  outlines  of  the  cruise 
ships  can  be  enjoyed  from  as  far  as  Aquatic  Park 
and  Fort  Mason. 


JLSIJS 

CASTLE 

1541  Montgomery  St.  Son  Francisco,  CA 

Atop  Telegraph  Hill  overlooking  San  Francisco  Bay 
Featuring  exquisite  continental  cuisine, 
elegant  service,  rare  vintage  wines  and  spirits 
with  unsurpassed  views  in  an  intimcfe  atmosphere. 

A  San  Francisco  Tradition  since  1922. 

Lunch  Monday-  Friday  from  11:30-4:00  p.m. 

Evenings  from  5:00-10:00  p.m. 

All  major  credit  cords  accepted.  /  Valet  Parking  /  Private  Parties  Welcome 
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For  the  ships’  passengers,  the  location  is  equal¬ 
ly  ideal.  Positioned  at  the  foot  of  Tblegraph  Hill 
and  Coit  Tower,  it  is  mid-way  between  our 
famous  Golden  Gate  and  Bay  Bridges,  with 
views  of  Alcatraz,  Marin,  Mt.  Thmalpais  and 
Treasure  Island.  It  is  within  walking  distance 
of  the  major  attractions  arriving  or  leaving 
passengers  want  to  visit  during  the  all  too  short 
time  most  ships  remain  docked  these  days 
(usually  8AM-5PM):  Levi  Plaza,  Pier  39,  Fisher¬ 
man’s  Wharf,  The  Cannery,  Ghirardelli  Square, 
North  Beach. 

Based  on  the  unanimous  recommendations  of 
a  broad-based  Citizens  Waterfront  Committee, 
the  Bay  Conservation  &  Development  Commis¬ 
sion  (BCDC)  Special  Area  Plan  No.  1  designated 
Pier  35  as  the  location  for  San  Francisco’s  cruise 
ship  terminal.  The  City’s  Masterplan,  again 
based  on  the  unanimous  recommendation  of 
a  representative  Citizens  Advisory  Committee, 
made  the  same  decision,  adding:  “Only  if  it 
should  prove  impossible  to  retain  Pier  35 


should  another  pier  on  the  Northeastern 
Waterfront  be  considered  for  such  use.” 

Occasionally,  developers  are  attempting  to  win 
approval  for  waterfront  projects  south  of  the 
Ferry  Building  by  finding  fault  with  Pier  35  and 
offering  “a  new  and  better”  terminal  as  part 
of  their  project.  Such  enticements  surface  at 
regular  intervals  and  are  at  present  again  be¬ 
ing  made.  They  are  invariably  linked  with 
unrealistic  predictions  of  a  substantial  growth 
in  cruise  ship  dockings.  As  far  back  as  the 
Seventies,  a  Transpacific  Passenger  Conference 
predicted:  ‘‘No  less  than  176  vessels  (dockings), 
carrying  176,000  passengers,  will  be  calling  in 
San  Francisco  in  1974.”  This  fantasy  was  never 
even  approached.  In  the  official  WHARFSIDE 
issue  of  March  /  April  1988,  merely  26  vessels 
docking  /  sailings  were  listed  for  the  high 
season  from  May  through  September  1988!  Any 
new  waterfront  projects  should  be  judged  on 
their  own  merits,  without  such  enticements  as 
an  unneeded  new  terminal  in  an  inferior 
location. 

As  recently  as  1980,  the  Port  invested 
$1,500,000  in  modernizing  Pier  35.  Minor  ad¬ 
ditional  improvements  could  easily  be  made  at 
the  present  ideal  location.  Passengers  don’t 
come  to  visit  a  terminal,  but  our  city!  Why 


should  they  dock  in  a  location  facing  a  bunch 
of  highrises  when  they  can  continue  to  arrive 
at  the  center  of  San  Francisco’s  most  famous 
and  unique  attractions?  Should  the  adjacent 
residential,  recreational  and  business  com¬ 
munity  lose  the  benefits  of  one  of  our  major 
tourist  inflows? 

At  his  recent  meeting  with  our  membership, 
Mayor  Agnos,  himself  a  great  believer  in  the 
preservation  of  neighborhood  traditions  and 
vitality,  emphasized  that  he  had  no  position  on 
the  issue  and  was  waiting  to  see  what  would 
be  ‘  ‘the  best  and  smartest  use’  ’  for  the  water¬ 
front  and  our  city. 

If  Mayor  Agnos  weighs  the  wishes  and  needs 
of  the  adjoining  neighborhoods  and  business 
communities,  the  best  opportunities  for  the 
cruise  ship  travelers,  the  large  sums  already 
spent  on  rennovation  and  the  constraints  of  the 
BCDC  and  San  Francisco  Masterplans  against 
the  enticement  of  a  new  and  shiny,  but 
unneeded  terminal  elsewhere,  we  are 
confident  that  he  will  agree  with  us  that  the 
best  and  smartest  decision  is  to  retain  Pier  35 
(or  a  combination  of  adjacent  Pier  33  and  Pier 
35)  as  the  location  for  our  cruise  ship  terminal. 
It  if  ain’t  broke,  don’t  fix  it... 

Bob  Katz 


Clyde 

Winters 

Design 


2200  mason  street 
san  francisco 
9  4  13  3 

415.391 .5643 


9 


(YUn  s 

MEADERS  CLEANERS 

Levi  s  Plaza 

Complete  Dry  Cleaning 
Services 

1475  Sansome  St. 
San  Francisco.  CA. 
781-8200 

Paula  Meaders  Kearn 

Coit  Liquors 

off  Washington  Square 

585  COLUMBUS  AVENUE 
BAN  FRANCISCO  94133 
TELEPHONE  886  4038 


Freebairn-Smith  &  Associates 

Planning,  Urban  Design,  Architecture 


(41o)  398  4094 


TOWER  LAUNDROMAT 

ONE  STOP  SERVICE 
Dry  Clean  •  Finish  Shirts 
Wash,  Dry  &  Fold 

Monday  to  Saturday  421-2021 

1800  Stockton  Street  at  Greenwich 


Planning  and  Zoning 

Old  Safeway/ 690  Chestnut: 

Neighborhood  Presentation:  The  proposed  con¬ 
dominium  project  for  the  Old  Safeway  site  was 
presented  by  Thldan  Investment  Company  to  in¬ 
terested  parties  on  February  9,  1989,  at  the 
Telegraph  Hill  Neighborhood  Center.  Approx¬ 
imately  30  people  attended  the  meeting.  The  pro¬ 
ject  would  include  117-124  condominium  units 
(the  environmental  review  application  submitted 
to  the  City  is  for  124  units,  the  project  presented 
includes  117).  There  would  be  limited  retail  space 
of  approximately  1500  square  feet.  They  intend 
to  provide  at  least  one  parking  space  per  unit  and 
perhaps  more  (they  have  not  prepared  a  detailed 
analysis  of  how  many  spaces  could  really  fit). 
Parking  access  (only  one  access)  will  be  from 
Mason  Street  and  the  exit  (only  one  exit)  will  be 
onto  Chestnut  Street. 

The  lot  coverage  is  approximately  79%  with  the 
open  lot  area  at  the  rear,  or  north  side  of  the  lot. 
The  structure  would  be  an  average  of  40  feet  high 
with  windscreens  above  for  the  purpose  of 
shielding  roof  gardens  which  are  planned.  The 
primary  building  materials  will  be  painted  stuc¬ 
co  and  tile  roofs. 

The  primary  concerns  expressed  at  the  meeting 
regarded  the  following:  the  affordability  of  the 
units;  parking;  height  and  bulk;  design  materials 
and  details  and  neighborhood  character;  and 
open  space. 

For  the  resolution  the  Board  passed  regarding  the 
Safeway  site,  see  Board  of  Directors’  Report. 

113  Filbert 

June  Fraps  and  Marshall  Roath  are  keeping  watch 
on  the  structure  at  113  Filbert.  THD  received  in¬ 
formation  of  plans  to  demolish  this  structure. 
THD  had  also  understood  that  the  structure  might 
be  a  historic  ‘  ‘earthquake  shake.’  ’  After  some  in¬ 
vestigating  it  was  found  that  no  permit  has  been 
issued  or  applied  for  demolition  and  the  struc¬ 
ture  is  not  an  earthquake  shack.  However,  THD 
will  keep  an  eye  on  any  further  plans  for  113 
Filbert. 
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Deborah  Holley 


Malt  Factory 
Housing  Project  Revived 

Plans  are  being  revived  to  construct  225  hous¬ 
ing  units  on  the  52,000  sq.  ft.  Bauer  & 
Schweitzer  Malting  Company  site  in  the  block 
bounded  by  Chestnut,  Mason,  Francisco,  and 
Powell  Streets.  The  developer,  William  Meyer, 
has  appeared  before  the  directors  of  both  THD 
and  the  North  Beach  Neighbors  seeking  sup¬ 
port  for  his  plans  which  are  identical  to  his 
earlier  proposal  in  1984/85.  However,  permits 
granted  for  an  earlier  scheme  in  1981,  and  still 
valid  in  1984,  have  since  expired.  If  Meyer 
should  decide  to  proceed  and  start  the  approval 
process  anew,  he  will  be  dealing  with  a  Land¬ 
marks  Board  and  a  Planning  Commission  quite 
different  from  that  which  approved  the  earlier 
project  as  well  as  the  provisions  of  Prop  M  that 
apply  to  new  neighborhood  developments  and 
landmarks. 

Of  primary  concern  to  the  neighborhood  has 
been  the  density  of  the  project  —  225  units  — 
and  the  impact  this  number  of  residents, 
visitors  and  vehicles  will  have  on  the  im¬ 
mediate  area.  The  117  units  proposed  on  the 
Safeway  site  immediately  to  the  west  com¬ 
pound  the  issue.  The  two  towers  on  the  site, 
92  and  78  feet  in  height,  were  granted  land¬ 
mark  status  in  1981  and  thus  permit  the  site 
to  be  developed  at  a  much  higher  density  than 
would  be  feasible  on  the  site  under  a  40  foot 
height  limit  —  under  the  current  scheme,  about 
50%  higher  density  than  shown  in  the  1980 
census  for  either  the  North  Point  Apartments 
or  the  North  Beach  Public  Housing.  If  just  10% 
of  the  units  have  a  second  car,  22  more  cars  will 
be  competing  for  already  scarce  street  parking. 

Many  people  while  familiar  with  the  restraints 
Prop.  M  placed  on  downtown  office  develop¬ 
ment,  do  not  realize  that  it  also  mandates  that 
neighborhood  character  and  landmarks  be  pro¬ 
tected.  Prop.  M  was  mentioned  several  times 


(415)  391-1290 


FRANCO  P.  BRUNO 
NORMA  GIULIANI 


AT  WASHINGTON  SQUARE 
1600  STOCKTON  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO  94133 


BAY  &  COLUMBUS  CHEVRON  STATION 


Dick  Mary,  Proprietor 
1 196  Columbus  Avenue 

441-9947  Chfwicn 


“We  take  better 
care  of  your  car!  ” 


Tune  Up  —  Brakes  —  Road  Service 


,  Your  one  easy 
stop  for 
natural  foods 

•  •  • the  •  •  • 

NATURE 

in 

North  Beach 

Mon-Fri  9a-9p 

Sat  &  Sun  10a-8p 

STOP 

1336  Grant  Ave. 

(between  Green  A  Vallejo) 

Natural  F  o  o  d  i 

398-3810 
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Fine  Pastries  Food  espresso  Cappuccino 


Oakwood  roasted  Coffees 
348  Columbus  ave. 

San  Francisco.  CA  94  i  33  (4-1  5)  397-0435 


mmi 

19  Maiden  Lane.  San  Francisco.  CA9-I108 

A  San  Francisco  tradition  located  in 
fashionable  Maiden  Lane  off  Union 
Square,  featuring  Northern  Italian 
cuisine  with  Continental  service. 

A  favorite  before  and  after 
the  theatre  for  dining  and 
cocktails  since  1955. 

Lunch  Monday- Saturday 
11:30-4:00 

Dinner  5:00-10:30  nightly 
Private  parties  accommodating 
up  to  150  people. 


For  reservations  please  call  362-8133. 
Ail  maior  credit  cards  accepted. 


Luigi  &  Maria  Borzoni 

U.S.  Restaurant,  JL 

Inc  •  ^ 

431  Columbus  Ave. 
1434  Stockton  St. 
(415)  362-6251  San  Francisco  94133 


on  February  1  when  the  Landmarks  Board’s 
Architectural  Review  Committee  had  its  first 
look  at  the  revised  project.  They  felt  the  ar¬ 
chitectural  treatment  failed  to  meet  code  re¬ 
quirements  for  preserving  the  structures’  u- 
nique  character  and  style.  When  Meyer  ap¬ 
peared  before  the  North  Beach  Neighbors 
Board  on  February  13,  he  announced  that  he 
intended  to  bypass  the  Landmarks  Board  re¬ 
quirement  for  a  Certificate  of  Appropriateness 
and  instead  “fight  it  out  before  the  Planning 
Commission.’’  On  the  plus  side,  he  also  in¬ 
dicated  that  he  was  considering  modifying  the 
design  to  “preserve’’  the  existing  Chestnut 
Street  facade,  but  it  remains  to  be  seen 
whether  “preservation’’  would  be  based  on 
redesign  as  extensive  as  that  planned  for  the 
Francisco  Street  facade  where  bay  windows  on 
the  lower  four  floors  form  a  very  unharmonious 
relationship  with  the  industrial  style  of  the 
building. 

Other  issues  raised  at  the  series  of  meetings  in 
February  include  the  provision  of  low/ 
moderate  income  housing,  loss  of  air  and 
sunlight  to  adjacent  residential  structures,  dust 
and  noise  impacts  of  both  demolition  and  con¬ 
struction,  and  the  presence  of  toxics  on  the  site. 
Everyone  felt  a  fully  amended  EIR  should  be 
required. 

Although  no  applications  had  been  filed  with 
City  Planning  at  the  time  this  article  was  writ¬ 
ten,  a  neighborhood  group  calling  itself  the 
Malt  Factory  Coalition  has  been  formed  to 
monitor  the  project’s  progress  and  to  make  sure 
that  the  concerns  of  the  immediate 
neighborhood  are  fully  met.  If  the  project  does 
not  proceed  at  this  time,  consideration  is  be¬ 
ing  given  to  actively  seeking  a  developer  with 
proven  success  in  adaptive  reuse  of  historic 
structures.  Clearly  the  site  has  great  potential 
and  given  the  creative  input  of  people 
dedicated  to  building  on  the  landmarks  historic 
and  aesthetic  values,  we  could  have  a  truly 
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exciting  new  neighborhood  focal  point.  Anyone 
interested  in  becoming  involved  in  the  Coali¬ 
tion  should  contact  Nan  Roth  at  397-2176. 

Nan  Roth 


Planning  Commission  Responsive  to 
Neighborhood  Concerns 

The  Planning  Commission  with  new  members 
appointed  by  Mayor  Agnos  seems  to  be  willing 
to  listen  to  the  neighbors  these  days.  A  case  in 
point  occurred  at  a  January  hearing  over  a  pro¬ 
posed  3-story,  3-dwelling  unit  to  be  built  on  top 
of  an  existing  garage  at  548  Lombard.  THD  op¬ 
posed  the  project  asking  that  the  height  of  the 
building  be  made  comparable  to  surrounding 
buildings,  which  are  2  stories,  or  under.  Plans 
left  only  20.5  feet  of  open  space,  and  the  pro¬ 
ject  would  have  blocked  the  sun  of  buildings 
to  the  east  and  west. 

The  commission  allowed  all  floors  to  stand,  but 
asked  for  a  5-6  foot  setback  on  the  top  two 
floors.  It  was  a  solution  with  which  both 
neighbors  and  builder  could  live. 


SUPPORT  OUR  ADVERTISERS 


Where  Are  the  Parakeets? 

The  canary-winged  parakeets  have  been  seen 
on  Russian  Hill,  but  still  no  reports  from  the 
south  side  of  Telegraph  Hill.  Reports  of  their 
favorite  trees  being  cut  down  might  have 
something  to  do  with  their  disappearance.  If 
you  spot  them,  please  call  Cheryl  Bentley, 
392-4081. 


House  Hunting 

After  renting  in  the  neighborhood  for  years, 
Shoshanah  and  I  are  looking  to  buy  a  house  here: 
1  to  4  units,  preferably  with  a  garden.  If  you  are 
thinking  of  moving  this  year  or  next,  please  give 
us  a  call.  No  agents  at  this  time,  please. 

Charlie  Ryan:  885-6630 


RESTAURANT 

34 7  Geary  Street  San  Francisco.  CA  94102 

San  Francisco  Traditional  Italian 
style  cuisine  with  exhibition 
cooking,  located  in  the  heart  of 
Union  Square  adjacent  to  the 
theatre  distnct 

Open  for  breakfast,  lunch,  dinner, 
and  cocktails  daily  from 
7:00  am  to  1:OOam 


For  reservations  please  call  989-6733. 
All  major  credit  cards  accepted. 
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Embarcadero  Parkway  Design  Study 
Recommendations: 

Emphasis  on  Promenade,  Ships, 
Muni  Service  Sought  by  THD  Over 
Higher  Traffic  Speeds  and 
More  Cars. 

The  Port-owned  Embarcadero  Roadway  is 
long  overdue  for  improvements  aimed  to  fulfill 
its  promise  as  a  grand  waterfront  promenade. 
Great  strides  have  been  made  over  the  past 
year  by  Project  Director  Margaret  Devine  and 
her  group  at  DPW,  working  with  private  ur¬ 
ban  design,  engineering,  traffic,  public 
transport,  and  other  specialists.  Regularly 
scheduled  citizen  reviews  monitor  the  con¬ 
sultants  and  DPW  work. 

Highlights  of  the  design  team’s  recommenda¬ 
tions  include: 

Barking:  Over  the  project’s  length,  many  local 
area  parking  changes  are  proposed.  The  even¬ 
tual  elimination  of  all  parking  in  front  of  the 
Ferry  Building  is  proposed,  in  order  to  provide 
increased  pedestrian  access  and  an  unen¬ 
cumbered  forecourt  plaza  for  this  City 
landmark. 

F-Line,  Muni  Bus,  and  Muni  Metro:  De¬ 
tailed  right-of-way  improvements  for  the  long 
awaited  F-Line  streetcar  extension  that  will 
connect  the  waterfront  and  Wharf  to  Market 
Street’s  many  transportation  lines.  Rick 
Laubscher ’s  tireless  advocacy  of  extending  the 
historic  street  cars  into  this  run  may  finally 
be  realized,  to  all  our  benefit.  Hill  Dwellers  will 
be  expected  to  actively  support  funding 
allocations  necessary  to  realize  these  projects, 
and  to  keep  them  right  in  the  city’s  political 
priorities. 

Belt  Line  Freight  Tracks:  Are  to  be  re¬ 
moved  north  of  the  Bay  Bridge,  or  perhaps 
south  of  King  Street. 


Promenade:  For  years,  THD  has  successfully 
fought  extension  of  the  Embarcardero 
Freeway  under  the  nose  of  our  Hill,  recogniz¬ 
ing  the  environmental  disruption  and  noise 
from  high  speed  traffic  through  residential, 
downtown  business,  and  pedestrian  settings. 
A  well  founded  concern  remains  that  if  the 
improved  Embarcadero  becomes  another 
thrashing  vehicular  corridor  like  Lombard 
west  of  Van  Ness,  rather  than  becoming  a 
destination  in  itself,  our  years  of  encouraging 
public  transit,  maritime  activity  on  the  re¬ 
maining  piers,  and  a  finely  designed,  generous 
public  Bay  Frontage  with  its  landscaped  pro¬ 
menade  of  only  25’  width  in  some  areas  (50’ 
to  100’  is  a  better  minimum)  is  a  great  concern. 
Many  traffic  specialists  and  transportation 
engineers  measure  their  success  by  the  speed 
and  number  of  private  vehicles  accom¬ 
modated,  a  secondary  consideration  in  this 
case.  There  is  abundant  right-of-way  and 
already  excessive  vehicular  speeds  much  of 
the  time  on  today’s  Embarcadero.  Our  top 
priority  remains  the  introduction  of  a  fine 
pedestrian  environment  that  will  enhance  and 
increase  the  use  and  expansion  of  commercial, 
residential,  maritme,  Bay  access,  and  visitor 
facilities  along  that  great  sweep  of  waterfront 
from  Bay  Bridge  to  the  Wharf.  THD  seeks  the 
sophistication  of  a  plan  that  not  only  provides 
streetcars,  buses,  trucks,  cabs,  and  vehicular 
access,  but  a  plan  uncommonly  generous  and 
memorable  for  walkers  along  one  of  America’s 
best  urban  bayfronts. 

Rod  Freebairn- Smith 
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Much  Wind  and  A  Steady  Following 
Sea  at  Fisherman’s  Wharf 

Past  Years 

Multiple  Wharf  renewal  plans  have  been  made 
since  Ernest  Born’s  effort  in  the  1940’s;  John 
Bolles’  in  the  1960’s;  others  from  Mayors  and 
their  Planning  Directors;  another  from  Boris 
Dramov  and  George  Rockrise’s  firm  in  the 
1980’s;  yet  few  of  these  plans  found  enough 
political  support  to  attract  generous  funding 
or  be  fully  realized. 

Past  Decade 

After  years  of  lobbying,  a  multi-million  dollar 
breakwater  was  constructed  to  provide  pro¬ 
tection  for  the  fishing  industry,  only  to  have 
well  intentioned  Mayor  Feinstein  attempt  to 
sweep  the  fish  processing  from  Pier  45  to  make 
a  site  for  a  500  room  hotel.  The  hotel  was  suc¬ 
cessfully  resisted  and  will  not  be  built. 

Past  Year 

Along  with  his  team  of  consultants,  the  Port’s 
Highly  qualified  project  director,  Phillip  Kern, 
will  soon  have  moved  the  upgrading  of  fish 
processing  and  docking  facilities  from  the 
planning  phase  through  engineering  design, 
toward  funding  and  construction. 

This  Year 

The  Redevelopment  Agency’s  Michael  Kaplan 
and  Thomas  Conrad  have  solicited  planning 
and  design  recommendations  from  Russian 
Hill  resident,  and  architect  John  Kriken.  With 
his  associates  at  Skidmore,  Owings  and  Mer¬ 
rill’s  urban  design  group,  he  is  working  a 
number  of  well  chosen  specialists  in  related 
consulting  fields. 

Today 

The  thoughtful,  well  studied,  and  much 
debated  plans  generate  few  news  flashes  for 
the  Semaphore,  but  the  planning  process  and 
the  steady  participation  of  the  Mayor’s  office, 
Port  and  Planning  Commissions  with  their 


Professional  staffs,  are  all  advancing 
reasonable  proposals  for  major  reinvestment 
in  Fisherman’s  Wharf. 

Readers  with  particular  property  or  town 
planning  interests  at  the  Wharf  should  call 
Michael  Kaplan  (771-8800),  at  San  Francisco’s 
Redevelopment  Agency,  for  a  mailing  of  recent 
urban  design,  transportation,  fishing  facility, 
signage,  public  Bay  access  and  other  Wharf 
renewal  concepts. 

Hill  Dwellers  will  be  reassured  by  the  presence 
of  Nan  Roth,  who  advances  hours  of  personal 
time  for  public  meetings  and  committee  work 
on  both  the  Wharf  and  Embarcardero 
Parkway  rebuilidng  proposals.  She,  Bob  Katz, 
Jeanne  Milligan,  Woody  Stockwell,  George 
Fox,  and  Ron  Casentini  have  all  recently  lent 
their  talents  to  monitoring  the  multiple  water¬ 
front  projects  and  hearings  that  need  our  in¬ 
volvement  each  month. 

When  new  Wharf  plans  are  formally  drawn, 
Hill  Dwellers  will  also  owe  Russian  Hill 
neighbor  Stewart  Morton  a  particular  debt  of 
gratitude  for  time  away  from  his  business 
given  these  committees.  Since  many  of  our 
own  THD  committees  will  be  restructuring  in 
March  and  April,  please  volunteer  some  time 
to  assist  in  protecting  and  enhancing  the  Hill. 
We  are  currently  working  on  improvements 
to  the  Bay’s  foreground  from  bridge  to  bridge. 
Call  me  at  398-4094  if  you  wish  to  particpate 
in  these  efforts  “thinking  globally,  acting 
locally.’  ’ 

Rod  Freebaim- Smith 
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Business  News 

Gypsy  at  North  Beach,  a  new  restaurant  at  353 
Columbus,  is  a  delightful  and  delicious  addi¬ 
tion  to  our  neighborhood.  Situated  between 
Vallejo  and  Broadway,  this  brightly  decorated 
restaurant  offering  first  rate,  country  French 
food  at  reasonable  prices  has  enlivened  what 
has  come  to  be  described  as  a  dead  block. 
However,  Yogurt  Deluxe  recently  took  over 
Edna’s  Fish  &  Chips  site  and  Gypsy  has  taken 
over  and  completely  renovated  what  was 
formerly  Luigi’s. 

Gypsy’s  charming  owner  is  Anthony  Shafi,  who 
was  born  in  Milan  of  an  Italian  mother  and  a 
Persian  diplomat  father.  Shafi  is  an  architect, 
which  accounts  for  the  sleek,  warm,  colorful, 
and  intriguing  restaurant  space,  and  has 
designed  the  interiors  of  many  establishments 
along  Union  Street  in  the  Marina.  Shafi  also 
owns  another  Gyspy  restaurant  on  McAllister. 

Closed  recently,  Jumbucks  proved  to  be  a 
short-lived  enterprise  on  Union  between 
Powell  and  Columbus.  A  new  tenant  has  been 
found  for  the  Jumbucks  space,  a  restaurant 
chain  specializing  in  buffalo  (chicken)  wings. 
Right  next  door  Gira  Polli,  which  serves 
chicken  with  style  and  originality,  thrives  and 
has  become  immensely  popular,  especially 
after  a  recent  glowing  review  by  Michael  Bauer, 
the  executive  food  editor  of  the  SF  Chronicle. 
(Bauer  wrote  an  article  about  dining  well  for 
less  than  $10,  and  mentioned  three  well¬ 
deserving  North  Beach  establishments:  Gira 
Polli  at  659  Union,  DesAlpes  at  732  Broadway, 
and  the  U.  S.  Restaurant  at  421  Columbus.) 

Despite  the  bad  news  concerning  the  demise 
of  Vanessi ’s  and  other  businesses  on  Broadway, 
it  should  be  pointed  out  that  Willy  Bishop  is 
now  the  chef  at  La  Forchetta,  the  new  name 
for  Mamma  Mia’s  at  536  Broadway.  Bishop’s 


background  includes  a  stint  at  Chez  Panisse. 
Bishop  was  the  chef  who  updated  the  menu 
at  Capp’s  Corner  when  it  changed  ownership 
a  few  years  ago.  Enrico  Banducci  can’t  stay 
away  from  the  bright  lights  of  Broadway  and 
now  guest  chefs  at  La  Forchetta  every  Sunday. 

Route  66  (also  recently  reviewed  with  high 
marks)  continues  to  be  one  of  the 
neighborhood’s  most  delightful  restaurants 
and  well  worth  the  trek  to  373  Broadway.  The 
Columbus  Restaurant  at  611  Broadway  is  one 
of  the  best  sulla  griglia  style  Italian  restaurants 
and  Little  Joe's  continues  to  dish  up  hearty, 
tasty  meals  at  523  Broadway.  And  longtime 
favorite  Ibmmaso’s,  with  outstanding  pizza 
produced  in  its  antique  brick  oven,  is  at  1042 
Kearny,  a  stone’s  throw  from  Broadway. 

The  three  remaining  neighborhood  Basque 
restaurants  are  all  very  special  and  are 
clustered  on  or  just  off  of  Broadway:  the 
Basque  Hotel  &  Restaurant  at  15  Romolo  (just 
off  Broadway  between  Columbus  and  Kearny), 
Des  Alpes  at  732  Broadway,  and  the  Obrero 
Restaurant  at  1208  Stockton  just  south  of 
Broadway. 

Interspersed  with  these  more  traditionally 
North  Beach  restaurants  are  some  exceptional 
Asian  restaurants,  including  Mon  Kiang  and 
Yuet  Lee. 

Despite  the  bad  press,  Broadway  is  still  a  very 
exciting  street.  Nothing  quite  like  it  on  the 
night  of  the  Super  Bowl  49ers  victory.  People 
from  throughout  the  city  and  around  the  Bay 
Area  flocked  to  the  strip  to  share  their  un¬ 
bounded  joy.  Whistles  and  horns,  flags  and  pen¬ 
nants,  roller  skates  and  skateboards,  high  fives 
and  handshakes,  limos  and  pick-up  trucks.  At 
the  El  Matador  Sports  Bar,  a  sailor  from  the 
U.S.S.  Enterprise  said  “I’m  really  glad  I’m  here. 
It’s  awesome!’’ 
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Marsha  Garland 


Telegraph  Hill  Bulletin 

No.  2  September  1956 

David  Myrick,  Correspondent 

An  ordinance  establishing  a  40-foot  height  limit 
for  the  south  side  of  Telegraph  Hill  was  signed 
by  Mayor  Christopher.  Over  100  TH  residents 
attended  the  hearing. 

Trees  had  been  planted  on  Union  Street,  in  the 
Greenwich  circle  and  on  one  block  of  Chestnut 
Street.  The  three  podocarpus  trees  on  Filbert 
above  Kearny  were  planted  at  this  time  (sum 


mer  of  1956)  so  they  are  over  30  years  old.  The 
Third  Annual  Grant  Avenue  Fair  included  a 
tree  planting  celebration  address  by  Dorothy 
Erskine  and  Benny  Bufano,  among  others.  Six¬ 
ty  flares  along  Union  Street  must  have  raised 
the  Fire  Department’s  collective  blood 
pressure. 

Incorporation  of  Tblegraph  Hill  Dwellers  was 
under  way.  It’s  nice  we  didn’t  follow  David’s 
suggestion  of  putting  “Inc.”  after  our  THD. 

The  Historian 


FRESH! 

Homemade  Pasta  & 
fish  from  the 
Pacific 


Bervirfg  continuously  from  11:30  to  1:45am  Grant  and  Vallejo  Streets  (415)  434-2248 
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GrubboEllis 

Michael  L.  Steingraber 

Senior  Marketing  Consultant 

Resident  and  Member  of  THD 
Specialist  in  Telegraph  Hill  Properties 

Grubb  &  Ellis  Company 
Residential  Properties  Division 

1823  Union  Street  •  San  Francisco,  (A  94123 
(415)922-7100  •  Residence  (415)  391-8089 


WELLS  FARGO 


Ronald  J.  Derenzi 
Vice  President  and  Manager 

Columbus  Avenue  Office 
24-Hour  Banking  Service 
Plus  Personal  Banking  Officers 


Wells  Fargo  Express  Stop 
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Board  of  Directors’  Report 

Motions  Passed 
December 

To  endorse  the  wording  of  the  Coalition  of  San 
Francisco  Neighborhoods  motion  which  reads: 
“We  move  that  CSFN  endorse  the  Russian  Hill 
Neighborhood  petition  calling  for  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  City  Planning  to  void  its  staff  approval 
of  Addendum  No.  2,  January  24,  1988,  for  900 
Green  Street  and  thereby  require  the  developer 
to  build  what  he  agreed  to  through  the  condi¬ 
tional  use  and  site  permit  process,  as  well  as 
through  his  negotiations  with  Russian  Hill 
Neighbors  and  adjacent  residents. 

January 

That  the  treasurer  alone  will  sign  checks  for  $500 
or  less. 

February 

To  allow  dues  paid  from  January  through  March 
to  be  carried  over  into  the  next  membership  year. 

That  no  checks  to  Board  members  be  written 
unless  bills  are  submitted  in  invoice  form. 

Whereas,  the  proposed  117-125  unit  con- 
dominum  project  proposed  for  690  Chestnut 
Street  and  the  220  unit  condominium  project 
proposed  for  the  Malt  Factory  could  result  in 
several  potentially  adverse  environmental  im¬ 
pacts,  the  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  request  that 
EIRs  be  prepared  for  both  projects  and  that 
cumulative  impacts  for  both  projects  be  con¬ 
sidered.  The  potential  adverse  environmental 
impacts  would  include  but  are  not  limited  to  the 
following: 

•  Traffic,  circulation  and  parking  impacts; 

•  Air  quality  and  noise  impacts  (temporary 
and  permanent); 

•  Visual  quality  and  community  character; 

•  Significant  increases  in  population 
density; 

•  Public  services  and  utilities;  and 

•  Light  and  air  impacts  on  the  surrounding 
uses. 

Motions  Denied 

None 


Crime  Statistics,  Telegraph  Hill 

Nov  -  Jan 

Type  1987-8  1988-9  Change 


Homicide 

0 

0 

Rape 

0 

0 

Robbery 

5 

11 

Assault 

27 

33 

Burglary 

29 

37 

Theft 

85 

95 

Auto  Theft 

37 

39 

Other 

169 

170 

TOTAL 

352 

385 

9.38% 

TOTAL  MAJOR* 

183 

215 

17.49% 

*A11  above  except 

“Other” 

Robbery,  burglary  and  theft  totals  are  up  for 
this  period.  Remember  to  leave  your  cars  emp¬ 
ty  of  packages  when  you  lock  up;  and  as  the 
weather  gets  warmer,  be  sure  doors  and  win¬ 
dows  are  secured.  If  you  have  any  questions 
about  crime  in  our  area,  please  call  Kitty  at 
986-0472. 


Catherine  Donnelly 


Neighborhood-Serving  Business 
Scheduled  for  Grant 

Harvey  Bridges  is  scheduled  to  open  a  pet 
supply  store  at  1458  Grant  in  the  Iacopi 
Building  in  March.  Bridges  owns  a  similar  store 
on  Polk  Street. 

Stop  by  and  introduce  yourself.  Remember:  our 
neighborhood  businesses  cannot  survive 
without  your  patronage. 


981-6640 


SAN  FRANCISCO 


TRAVEL  SERVICE 


407  Jackson  St.,  No.  205 

Joan  Curry  -  owners  -  Susan  Smith 


Victorian  Charm  at  Reasonable  Rates  in 
the  Heart  of  North  Beach  and  Fisherman’s  Wharf. 

■^-SAN 

REMO 

HOTEE 

2237  Mason,  San  Francisco,  California  (415)  776-8688 
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Fanny  Renoir 

On  sunny  afternoons,  when  the  wind  is  not  sharp, 
the  wall  of  St.  Francis  of  Assisi  Church  is  her  out¬ 
door  gallery.  What  began  as  a  miniature  yard  sale 
has  become  a  regular  occurence.  Fanny  Renoir 
(a  name  she  gave  herself)  sits  at  her  post  at  the 
corner  of  Grant  and  Vallejo,  happy  to  talk  about 
her  art  and  eclectic  merchandise. 

Fanny  taught  herself  to  paint  with  oil  pastel 
crayons  which  someone  gave  her.  Later  she  add¬ 
ed  water  color  and  colored  pens,  sequins  and 
beads.  For  12  or  13  years  no  one  bought  her  work. 
Still,  she  persisted  and  evolved  her  unique  car¬ 
toon  style  of  whimsical  characters  which  appear 
often  in  the  paintings,  frequently  inspired  by  her 
writings.  There  is  Mother  Raccoon  wearing  the 
nested  Bird  of  Enlightenment  on  her  head.  Walt 
stays  in  the  Hopi  Box  (Interdisciplinary  Box)  or 
in  the  closet  when  he  isn’t  levitating.  The  Four- 
Star  Chick,  a  humorist  philosopher,  opines  about 
the  other  characters.  There  is  Cloud  Gator,  a  fish 
named  Joy,  the  cat  Meow-Meow  and  the  dog  Ir- 
wig.  Broom  Man  sweeps  it  all  under  the  table. 
There  is  a  fishbowl  in  one  painting  with  the  text, 
“Has  your  romance  slipped  into  the  fishbowl 
phase  where  you  just  swim  around  going  nowhere 
but  seeing  everything?  Drink  a  cup  of  lavender 
hearts.  You  might  like  to  get  out  of  that  fishbowl. 
Use  lavender  lightening.”  Indian  and  astrology 
symbols  are  also  a  part  of  the  paintings  and  reflect 
Fanny’s  current  interests. 

Not  yet  totally  independent  from  family  stipends, 
Fanny  is  determined  to  make  it  on  her  own.  No 
job  has  been  too  small  since  she  came  to  North 
Beach  five  years  ago.  She  has  done  electrical 
work,  carpentry,  moving,  delivered  daily 
newspapers  to  “Hube  the  Cube”  (a  North  Beach 
personality  until  his  death  in  1987),  and  picked 
up  groceries  and  medical  prescriptions  for  an 
elderly  neighbor. 

Writing  has  been  a  part  of  Fanny’s  life  since  fifth 
grade  in  Fortuna,  California.  At  Humboldt  State 
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she  acquired  a  B.  A.  in  literature,  and  later  studied 
English  Literature  at  San  Francisco  State.  She 
speaks  with  great  admiration  of  Tisa  Walden, 
Deep  Forest  Press,  who  has  done  so  much  for 
North  Beach  writers  and  who  published  Fanny’s 
first  poetry  book,  Let  Silver  Truth  Be  Not  a  Ghost. 

The  past  3Vz  years  have  considerably  rewarded 
her  perserve ranee.  Were  she  not  so  earnest  ,  one 
might  think  she  is  name  dropping  as  Fanny 
enumerates  the  North  Beach  personalities  who 
have  helped  her,  and  other  writers,  unstintingly. 
She  appreciates  the  generosity  of  those  who  have 
collected  more  than  150  of  her  paintings.  Her 
readings  at  Bannam  Place  Theater,  and  having 
more  poems  published,  have  also  encouraged  her 
to  press  on. 

Intent  on  becoming  economically  successful,  she 
puts  in  regular  hours  at  working,  reading,  study¬ 
ing,  music  and  dance.  She  tends  her  little  gallery 
without  walls  most  afternoons  12  to  5,  unless  she 
has  a  job.  While  there  are  now  almost  daily  sales 
of  her  paintings  and  color  Xerox  copies,  ranging 
from  $5  to  $40,  it  still  requires  tremendous  ef¬ 
fort  and  self  motivation.  She  relates  the  struggle 
to  avoid  feeling  like  a  ‘  ‘street  person.’  ’  Books  keep 
her  mind  occupied  as  she  reads  spiritual  writings, 
political  history,  ecology  and  conservation.  Sun¬ 
shine  notwithstanding,  it  is  often  cold  on  her  cor¬ 
ner,  but  friends  stop  by  to  chat,  bring  a  hot  cup 
of  soup,  or  give  her  merchandise  to  sell  or  trade. 
The  unfortunate  people  often  on  the  church  steps 
rarely  hassle  her.  Fanny  has  learned  much  from 
her  corner-sitting  about  old  books,  coins,  beads 
(did  you  know  there  is  an  Aurora  Borealis  bead?), 
people  and  how  they  respond  to  her  work. 

Fanny  feels  strongly  that  we  set  limits  on  our 
potential  and  work  much  below  our  capabilities. 
She  believes  that  whatever  the  goal,  working  at 
it  daily,  a  bit  at  a  time,  will  result  eventually  in 
doing  it  well.  In  addition  to  her  ambition  to  suc¬ 
ceed  as  a  painter,  she  aspires  to  write  a  column 
about  ecology,  helping  to  ensure  that  some  of  our 
old  buildings  are  retained,  and  of  her  affection 
for  North  Beach  and  its  colorful  inhabitants. 


Appointments  to  see  the  full  range  of  her  work 
can  be  made  by  calling  415  928-2687.  And  next 
time  you  are  in  the  area  of  Grant  and  Vallejo, 
spend  a  few  minutes  to  be  cheered  by  her  positive 
outlook,  the  bright  colors  and  unique  characters 
in  the  paintings  of  Fanny  Renoir. 

Helen  von  Ammon 


MUNI  Requests  More  Residential 
Parking  Passes 

MUNI  has  requested  100  residential  parking 
passes  to  be  distributed  by  MUNI  management 
to  MUNI  managers  at  various  district  locations. 

THD  protested  this  again  as  violation  of  the 
residential  parking  system,  but  moreover,  as  a 


waste  of  revenue  generating  entities  for  use  by 
non-revenue  generating  entities. 

A  car  parked  for  an  eight  hour  shift  is  a  non¬ 
revenue  producing  entity.  SF  has  a  finite 
number  of  parking  spaces  which  should  be 
used  by  shoppers,  tourists,  service  businesses 
and  other  revenue  producing  entities. 

Let’s  get  smart  and  create  a  commuting 
employee  transit  plan.  There  are  28,465  civil 
service  employees  on  our  payroll.  Many  of 
those  are  driving  to  work,  parking  a  car,  and 
going  home:  non-revenue  generating 
activities. 

The  next  hearing  on  this  will  be  March  6  at 
10:00  am  in  room  228  of  City  Hall.  The  super¬ 
visors  involved  are  Gonzalez,  Hsieh  and  Alioto. 

Sheryl  Hamlin 


SERVING  SAN  FRANCISCO  AND  TELEGRAPH  HILL  SINCE  1937 


BANK  OF  CANTON 


OF  CAUFOANIA 


OUR  LOW  COST  CREDIT  CARDS  SAVE  YOU  MONEY! 

14%  A.P.R.* 

5  Bay  Area  branches  to  serve  you. 

NORTH  BEACH  LOCATION  HEAD  OFFICE 

1301  Stockton  Street  555  Montgomery  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94133  San  Francisco,  CA  94111 

Tel:  989-4088  Member  FDIC 

Branch  Manager,  Larry  Chui  ‘subject  to  change 
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Enjoy  a  discriminating  dining  experience 
in  a  French  chateau 
atop  Telegraph  Hill.  ^^^■1 
overlooking  scenic  San  Francisco  Bay.^ 
The  Shadows  now  features  *■ 
contemporary  French  cuisine, 
rare  vintage  wines  and  spirits 
in  an  intimate  atmosphere. 


The  Shadows  is  open  nightly  from  5- 10  P.M 
Valet  Parking  /  Private  Parties  Welcome 
All  major  credit  cards  accepted. 

For  reservations  please  call  982  5536. 


ESTABLISHED  1932 


1349  MONTGOMERY  ST.  SAN  FRANCISCO.  CALIFORNIA 


Joyce  Jones 
Personal  Assistant 

Checkbook  balancing,  insurance  form 
filing,  correspondence,  errands, 
arrangements,  household  management, 
home/office  organization,  and  much  more. 
Reasonable.  Excellent  references.  282-5730. 


LC  Graphics 

Quality  Computerized  Typesetting 


■  Typesetting 
M  Design 
H  Layout 

650  Vallejo  Street 
San  Francisco,  California  94133 
415/362-4562 


Plan  for  North  Beach  Garbage 

In  response  to  my  Nov.  29  letter,  Ben  Gale, 
Director  of  the  Environmental  Health  Ser¬ 
vices,  told  me  that  he  had  met  with  Mr.  De 
Martini  of  Sunset  Scavenger  to  explore  one  of 
the  solutions  offered  in  the  letter:  that  Sunset 
would  compare  billing  records  with  city 
residential  dwelling  records.  This  is  the  impor¬ 
tant  first  step,  to  see  if  there  is  at  least  one 
can  per  dwelling  unit. 

Ben  requested  that  all  THDers  help  by  submit¬ 
ting  a  list  of  problem  blocks  to  me.  On  your  list 
you  must  note: 

1.  Location  —  i.e.,  “the  400  block  of 
Green” 

2.  Sources  of  the  problem: 

—  windblown  refuse,  no  lids  on  trash 
cans,  etc. 

—  shopping  /  plastic  bags  deposited 
on  street  corners 

—  dumpsters  —  they  attract  garbage 
like  a  magnet 

Let’s  target  the  problem  blocks  and  state  the 
nature  of  the  problem.  (This  is  very  important 
in  order  for  the  appropriate  city  agency  to  deal 
with  it  effectively.)  Contact  Bart  Miller,  100 
Alta,  94133,  by  April  15. 1  will  forward  the  in¬ 
formation  to  Ben,  who  will  then  schedule  a 
meeting  with  Supes  Britt,  Walker,  and  Maher 
to  request  assistance  from  the  Board  of 
Supervisors. 

Everyone  complains  about  the  garbage  in  our 
neighborhood.  Now  is  your  chance  to  do 
something  about  it. 

Bart  Miller 
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‘Travel  The  Urban  Gardens’  Program 
Includes  Filbert  Steps 

It’s  Landscape  Architecture  Week,  April  24  -  29. 
Once  again,  the  Northern  California  Chapter  of 
the  American  Society  of  Landscape  Architects 
is  sponsoring  free  walking  tours  exploring  the 
landscape  design  of  downtown  parks,  plazas  and 
corporate  and  public  gardens. 

The  weekday  tours  will  last  45  minutes  making 
for  an  enjoyable  lunchtime  activity,  and  the  ex¬ 
panded  version  on  Saturday  includes  the  Grace 
Marchant  Garden  and  lasts  three  hours. 

The  tours  are  led  by  professional  designers  who 
share  historical  notes  and  humorous  anecdotes 
such  as  the  time  Dianne  Feinstein  threw  a  bag 
of  leaves  onto  a  hearing  room  floor  in  protest  of 
a  deciduous  tree  chosen  for  Market  Street. 

All  of  the  tours  start  at  noon.  However,  start¬ 
ing  places  vary.  On  Monday,  April  24,  the  tour 
starts  at  101  California;  Wednesday,  April  26, 
Justin  Herman  Plaza;  Friday,  April  28,  the  Ferry 
(Building)  Plaza  and  on  Saturday,  April  29,  Levi 
Plaza  at  the  Sansome  Street  entrance. 

The  weekday  tours  each  visit  six  or  seven  land¬ 
scaped  areas  and  Saturday’s  grand  tour  incor¬ 
porates  approximately  25  locations.  A  reception 
will  follow.  The  overall  theme  for  Landscape  Ar¬ 
chitecture  Week  this  year  is  the  role  of  the  roof 
garden  in  an  ever-constricting  urban 
environment. 

For  more  information,  contact  NCC  /  ASLA’s 
headquarters  at  974-5430. 

Route  66  Delights 

It  is  rare  that  the  THD  Board  is  unanimous,  but 
January’s  meeting  found  the  members  in  agree¬ 
ment.  The  Board  held  a  dinner-meeting  at  Route 
66  on  lower  Broadway.  All  concluded  that  the 
food  was  inexpensive,  innovative,  and  delicious. 

The  restaurant’s  owners  have  been  active  in  the 
revitalization  of  Broadway.  We  urge  you  to  try  this 
valuable  neighborhood  restaurant.  Tell  them  the 
Semaphore  sent  you. 


EAST  /  WEST 
“clothes  for  the  contemporary  woman” 


1424  GRANT  AVE  S  F.  CA  94133  397-4447 


COLUMBUS  n  MARIN 

SAVINGS  yjj  SAVINGS 


G.  Baldocchi 

Assistant  Vice  President 
Branch  Manager 


“We  Serve  People  with  People ” 


480  Columbus  Ave.,  San  Francisco  94133 
415/433-61 10 
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Semaphore  Staff 


Washington  Square 
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MICHELE  FERRANTE 
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ITALIAN  WOOD-FIRED 
CHICKEN  ROTISSERIE 


Take  Out 

Home  Delivery  by  “ Waiters  on  Wheels” 

495-2833 


659  UNION  ST.  •  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94133  •  (415)  4344472 


Social  Committee  News 

As  we  entered  the  new  year,  we  were  still 
receiving  compliments  for  the  Christmas  par¬ 
ty  held  at  Julius  Castle.  Once  again  Jeffrey 
Pollack,  John  Kukulica,  and  staff  extended 
themselves  beyond  our  expectations. 

Another  successful  social  affair  was  at  the 
January  dinner  at  Castagnola’s  where  Art 
Agnos  was  the  speaker.  As  with  Julius  Castle, 
we  were  fortunate  to  work  with  a  competent 
staff. 

Our  next  general  membership  meeting  will  be 
Monday,  April  10.  We  will  announce  the  loca¬ 
tion  in  our  invitations. 
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Gerry  Crowley 


Can  I  Help?:  Tutoring  Program 
Launched  at  Tel-Hi 

Apart  from  “trick  or  treat”  a  couple  of  Hallo¬ 
weens  ago,  the  first  thing  Dana  Carter  said  to  me 
was  ‘  ‘can  I  help?”  And  those  three  willing  cheer¬ 
ful  words  often  characterize  the  nature  of  this 
energetic,  affectionate,  outgoing  11 -year-old  who 
lives  with  his  mother,  half-brother  and  half-sister 
in  the  North  Beach  Housing  Project. 

Dana  is  in  the  sixth  grade  at  Marina  Middle 
School.  After  school  and  on  weekends,  he  takes 
part  in  the  many  activities  at  the  Telegraph  Hill 
Neighborhood  Center.  Some  time  ago  he  gained 
a  hard- won  spot  as  a  guard  on  the  Tel-Hi  Cougars 
basketball  team  and  last  year  won  a  trophy  for 
“the  most  intense  player.” 

A  Tel-Hi  board  member  for  the  past  18  months, 
I  have  gotten  to  know  the  staff  at  the  Telegraph 
Hill  Neighborhood  Center  and  am  becoming 
aware  of  the  many  programs  offered  by  this  u- 
nique  social  services  agency,  which  cater  to  young 
and  old  alike.  But,  best  of  all,  I  have  had  the 
privilege  of  getting  to  know  children  like  Dana. 

The  kids  aren’t  always  easy  to  get  to  know.  They 
are  children  society  has  labeled  disadvantaged. 
They  live  in  an  environment  that  includes  crime, 
poverty,  illness,  broken  homes,  lack  of  parental 
guidance,  the  threat  of  foster  homes,  lack  of 
education,  drugs,  gangs,  and  turf  wars.  Many  of 
the  children  belie  their  years  and  are  a  curious 
mixture  of  adult  and  child.  And,  most  of  them 
while  considered  black,  are  a  mixture  of  races  and 
constitute  a  very  definite  minority  in  a  Cauca¬ 
sian  and  Asian  neighborhood,  and  in  schools 
where  children  are  predominately  Asian.  The 
kids  are  tough,  troubled,  unruly,  and  oftentimes 
sassy.  Yet,  by  the  same  token,  many  are  smart, 
funny,  loving,  willing,  and  above  all,  have  not  yet 
reached  the  point  of  feeling  hopeless. 

Tfel-Hi’s  Youth  Activities  Director,  Lee  Roberson, 
has  been  at  the  Center  for  17  years.  He  was  hired 
as  an  athletic  coach  but  has  emerged 
as  the  father  figure  plenipotentiary,  discipli- 


•  ROSSI’S  • 

SUPER  MARKET 

Groceries  &  Produce 
Gourmet  Foods 
Free  Delivery 

627  Vallejo  St.  &  Columbus 
986-1068 


CITY 


Restaurant  a  Antipasti  Bar 


Everyday  noon  till  midnight 
Full  bar  until  two  a.m. 


Corner  of  Union  a  Powell 


Telephone  4  3  4-2  9  00 

FREE  PARKING 
(JUST  KIDDING) 
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narian,  friend,  counselor,  mentor,  and  over  the 
years  has  directed  hundreds  of  children .  ‘ 1  When 
I  first  came  here,”  said  Lee  recently,  “it  was  a 
miracle  to  get  the  children  to  finish  high  school. 
Now  I  see  them  not  only  graduate  from  high 
school  but  go  on  to  college!” 

But  a  formal,  community-based  tutoring  program 
was  not  in  place.  Staff  member,  John  Vogenthaler 
holds  an  after  school  study  hall  for  10  children, 
and  has  done  so  informally  for  three  years.  Last 
year  Tel-Hi  board  member  Franklin  Anderson 
established  what  proved  to  be  a  very  successful 
Junior  Achievement  Program.  As  a  result,  in 
September  of  1988,  the  study  hall  became  more 
focused.  Lee  Roberson  began  visiting  schools  and 
started  talking  to  teachers  about  the  children, 
their  strengths  and  weaknesses,  their  needs  and 
their  problems. 

But  there  was  still  a  need  for  one-on-one  tutor¬ 
ing.  Lee’s  concept  about  tutoring  is  that  the  re¬ 
quest  for  a  tutor  must  come  from  the  children 
themselves.  When  Lee  shared  his  plans  with  the 
children,  Dana  Carter  was  one  of  the  first  to 
acknowledge  he  needed  a  tutor.  Little  did  he 
realize  that  his  request  coincided  with  my  deci¬ 
sion  to  join  the  tutoring  program. 

For  weeks  I  had  mulled  over  the  idea.  Should  I 
tutor?  Would  I  have  the  time?  Could  I  make  a  long¬ 
term  commitment  to  a  child  and,  most  espe¬ 
cially,  to  a  child  entering  puberty?  Friends  warn¬ 
ed  me  to  be  careful  or  I  might  experience  a  broken 
heart.  And  I  countered  that  it  was  far  better  for 
me  to  have  a  broken  heart  than  for  the  child. 
Above  all,  I  wanted  to  tutor  Dana. 

Then  one  day  at  a  Tfel-Hi  board  dinner  I  decided 
to  tell  Lee  I  had  made  up  my  mind  and  if  Dana 
needed  a  tutor  I  would  prefer  to  work  with  him. 
Coincidentally,  Lee  cornered  me  and  said  “I  want 
to  talk  to  you  about  Dana.” 

Dana  comes  to  see  me  twice  a  week.  He  manages 
to  complete  his  homework  at  school  or  at  home. 
Therefore,  we  spend  our  time  together  talking 


about  life,  reading,  writing  stories,  and  studying 
geography.  His  math  skills  are  excellent  and  he 
knows  his  multiplication  tables  better  than  I.  We 
play  Scrabble,  computer  solitaire,  dominoes, 
board  games  and  4  ‘The  Captain’s  Mistress.’  ’  Dana 
excels  at  games  involving  strategy.  He  plays  of¬ 
fensively  realizing  that  every  move  sets  up 
another.  If  points  are  involved,  such  as  in  Scrab¬ 
ble,  he  carefully  calculates  how  many  points  he 
will  score  before  placing  the  tiles  on  the  board, 
just  in  case  he  might  score  higher  by  a  different 
configuration. 

Some  days  he  asks  serious,  deep  questions  about 
stories  he’s  heard  from  the  Bible,  where  do  we 
come  from,  who  made  God,  how  do  we  know 
what  we  are  living  isn’t  but  a  dream,  is  there  a 
heaven,  is  there  a  hell,  what  is  evolution,  what 
is  truth,  and  I  am  forced  to  stretch  my  mind.  My 
responses  are  carefully  fashioned  so  that  no  doors 
are  shut  leaving  all  of  them  open  for  Dana’s  own 
further  exploration,  never  discouraging  him, 
acknowledging  the  complexity  of  his  questions, 
admitting  I  don’t  know  many  of  the  answers,  and 
sharing  with  him  my  own  unique  set  of  beliefs. 

And  in  the  academics,  Dana  pushes  me  to 
remember  how  volcanoes  are  formed,  what 
causes  ocean  currents,  why  don’t  tigers  and  lions 
mate,  are  sharks  stronger  than  whales,  do  pythons 
kill  with  venom  or  by  suffocation. 

Every  other  weekend  we  do  something  recrea¬ 
tional.  We’ve  been  to  the  zoo,  to  a  Christmas  par¬ 
ty  at  the  Elks  Lodge,  out  to  dinner  for  a  great 
burger  at  Mo’s,  to  the  Dickens  Fair,  to  the  Cat  Show 
and  to  Pier  39’s  San  Francisco  Experience,  the 
fun  multi-media  show  on  the  history  of  San 
Francisco. 

And  now  we  even  have  plans!  I  won  a  pair  of 
tickets  for  Great  America,  we  want  to  learn 
Backgammon,  we’re  writing  a  book  for  11  year 
olds,  we’re  going  to  the  theater,  to  the  Ex- 
ploratorium,  to  the  De  Young  Museum. 

Two  months  after  I  started  tutoring  Dana, 
something  extra  special  occurred.  His  13-year-old 
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old  half-brother,  Stephen  Griggs,  asked  Lee  if 
he  could  have  a  tutor  as  well.  Telegraph  Hill 
resident  Lisa  Ambrosini  and  Stephen  now  meet 
twice  a  week.  Around  the  same  time,  Stephen’s 
friend  Marie  also  requested  a  tutor  and  Marie 
has  been  paired  up  with  Sylvia  Stephens,  a 
North  Beach  Neighbors’  board  member. 

If  you  feel  like  sharing  some  of  your  time  and 
would  like  to  say  ‘  ‘can  I  help?”  please  call  Lee 
Roberson  at  421-6464  or  Marsha  Garland  at 
673-3228.  Tutoring  may  be  a  serious  commit¬ 
ment  but  it’s  a  very  enriching  one. 

[Note:  The  Telegraph  Hill  Neighborhood  Center 
just  received  a  $50, 000  Neighborhood  Develop¬ 
ment  Demonstration  Program  matching 
grant.  Tel-Hi  was  one  of  only  four  recipients 
in  the  western  United  States.  As  this  is  a  mat¬ 
ching  grant,  the  $50, 000  will  not  be  awarded 
until  $50,000  is  raised  in  the  community, 
which  will  give  the  Center  a  total  of  $100, 000. 
If  the  way  you  prefer  to  help  is  monetary,  you 
may  send  your  donation  to  the  Telegraph  Hill 
Neighborhood  Center,  660 Lombard  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94133.  Phone  421-6443  for 
information.] 

Marsha  Garland 
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ITALIAN  RESTAURANT.  PIZZA 
AND  CAFE 

Open  11  a.m.  —  11  p.m.  except  Sunday 
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720  Columbus  Ave. 
ANGELO  PIRRONE  San  Francisco  94133 
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301  Union  Street 
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LIQUORS  DELIVERY  SERVICE 

Quality  Meats  —  Selected  Fruits  and  Vegetables 


KQED  Gears  Up  for  Annual  Auction 

Volunteers  are  needed  by  KQED  to  solicit 
restaurants,  stores  and  businesses  for  goodies 
to  be  auctioned  off  in  the  Annual  June  Chan¬ 
nel  9  Fund-Raiser.  If  you  would  like  to  help 
KQED  by  approaching  your  favorite  North 
Beach  businesses  (any  business  in  the  94133  zip 
code  area  during  hours  of  your  own  choosing) 
call  Steve  Hord,  50  Alta  St.,  at  781-1117. 


Open 

7 

Days 


RESTAURANT  *  BAR 


788-4055 


LUNCH  -  DINNER  -  LATE  NIGHT 
Eat  in  or  Take  Out 
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Validated  Parking 
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